Theodorus Swaine Drage CR-VIII, 179-181
to William Tryon [N.C. Letter Book, S PG |

Salisbury, March 13th 1770
May it please your Excellency. —

I had the honor of your Letter, have most grateful sense of your
goodness and condecension in the inquiry after my health and situation.
Col: Frohock and Mr Martyn have no way answered the expectation
formed of them. —

Major Dunn and M’ Gijles! have had a regard to your Excellency’s
Letter. I found it necessary as the weather would permit me to go into
the country, was very agreeable to the people; who were desirous that I
s_hou_ld sta_ly amongst them, promised me support; to give them satisfac-
tion in this respect, I made a public declaration at Salisbury, that by a
ljlcense from t_he Bishop of London and with your Excellency’s approba-
tion and appointment [ had fixed on this parish of St Lukes, there to
pt?rform the office of a Minister of the Church of England, which met
with no oppog,ition. But this Declaration gave an alarm to the warm
parts of the Dissenters and | explained it by letting them know, that it
Was agreeable to Law that every parish should have a curate until such
a ume as there was a fixed and stated Minister; though not entitled to
the Rectors Income, had al] other rights, and in such character should
and woul.d reside until such time as your Excellency or the Bishop
should think proper to revoke me; as to the Fees, though I am right, [ am
very tender, .for fear of Suits which would be construed into contention,
and moderation is the character under which I must appear; they take
the advantage qf this leaving me to subsist almost entirely to my own
expense, Marrying in defiance of me under the Licenses, though I let it
be knowq, all I_required was leave, which I should readily give to any
person Dissenting Clergyman or Magistrate as they should choose on

presenting the License to me, ang that wi indeed
understand the law ' at without a fee, as I inde
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England in endeavouring to intrude on their civil ri_ghts,_tl}ey als_o shall,
and have a right to oppose any int:rusion_ on their religious rights, 3
Maxim I presume dangerous in itself not with respect to 'FhlS c;ointy an
the neighbouring counties, but to the w}lole Bacl'( Frontier o ntlier;c:%
principally settled with Sectaries, and is Qese_rvmg of 'the attentio o
Government, before power is added to inclination. I plainly perceive t
lose my hold, it would be such a discouragement to the presen
Members of the Church of England, they would never rally agam,h many
of them would quit and go into those provinces where they could' ave 3
free exercise of their religion, others would be absorbed up in, ant
become of the same principles with the people they stayed famonfngrse:
Thus I am, may it please your Excellency, .engaged in an affalzl u #a3
seen, and which the public service requires me_t9 be stea Ythat; i
however disagreeable my situation and mode of living, b;l; as i
personal, I shall pass it over in silence. I recommend ste_ad_ st%ess =
that the Church of England act with coolness, ar_ld'g Chl’lstlli:nh eir:l;l)r is’
the opposites have treated my person with no 1{1c1v111ty,. my be a\ruse
studied to give them no offence but they are bitter against my ca ua'lly
I enjoy my health and a fine air. I wish your Excellemiy :1“:1 ﬁMiss
happy in those two respects. I was glad to hear that your Lady o
were well, and must assure you it will always be the ma_tterog Lo
principal pleasure to me to hear of the health and pros{pirlltymnstant
Excellency and family, which may the Almighty grant, is the

prayer of
Your most dutiful &c.
Theodorus Swaine Draige. [Drage]
'Probably this was a reference to John Dunn and William Giles of Salisbury; Dunn was
an attorney.
William Tryon ;1}10 1(‘:1(.)135/23 8133. £.50
i 1 H.TLB, 263
to the Earl of Hillsborough ASBTLE 263
N© 49 Brunswick the 30 March 1770.
My Lord
’ ith Your
It was not before the 17 of this Month that I was honored wi

ith
Lordships Letter N 26, bearing Date the 14 July 1733;;25:31 gywid
His Majestys Instructions to Me that I do not give mypublic or Private
for raising of Money by the Institution of any :

: arises to Me in

Lotteries, This I shall strictly obey: but as a.dmoe the(s). n(:;t very
what Manner I can check the Practice in this Province, the Parties
Lotteries without the

frequent of selling of Property by Private
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