EXCHANGES ANSWER THE
MAYOR'S PROPOSITION.

Will Make General Investigation If Screwmen
Consent to Arbitration and Abide by Verdict.

Returning to Work Meantime on Two Hundred Bales Dasis.
Cotton Council to Consider It To-Day,

The Executive Committee of tha
Joint Conterence of the exchanges
and the commercial bodies in reply-
ing to Mayor Behrman's letter ask-
ing that all port charges and alleged
abuses be Investigated at once, and
that the Committee reconsider its
former action in taking up only the
Serewmen’s controversy with the
ship agents over a question of how
many bales constitute a fair day's
work, practically maintained the po-
sition at first taken, at Jeast as far
as the mntter of cotton stowing Is
concerned, end a special meeting ot
the Dock and Cotton Council to-day
will determino the course the dock
workers will pursue, and whether the
Levee strlke will bo continued or
settled.

The Executive Committee does not
recede from its pnsition; it takes the
stand that the Screwmen did unot
show the proper confidence in it, In
failing to ablde by Its suggestion to
stow the 200 hales per gang Instead
of 160, and offers that {f the Serew-
men wlll go to work under the prop-
osition, and promise to abide by the
final deelsion of an arbitration board
composed of g/ commitiee of two
from tne ship agents and the men,
with Chlef Justice Breaux, of the Bu-
preme Court as umplire, it wlill thor-
oughly sift the whole business. |

As ones of the members of thetx-
ecutive Committee s2ald, after the
meeting at which the letter to Mr.
Behrman was drawn up, it 18 prac-
tieally n case of putting the arbi-
tration question up to the Mayor,

The exchange and commercinl
hodies joint committees went into
sesslon In the rooms of the Hoard
of Trade at 3:30 o'clock yesterday
afternoon, with Mr. E. F. Kohnke,
Chairman of the Executive Caminit-
tee, presiding, and Mr. Herring act-
ing as Secretary.

Mr, Kohnke explained that the con-
ference had adjourned Sunday week
ago, subject to a csll of either the
Mayor or the Chalrmnn, The May-
or %mﬂ written a letter to the Com-
mittee, which the Chalrman thought
should bhe considered by the whole
body nand the meeoting had been culled
for that purpose.

Mr. Herring read tho letter in
which Mayor Behrman requested that
all part charges, In other words, in-
fluences ithat work agalnst {he In-
terests of the port, be investigated
at once, and that the Committee re-
conajder {ts nction in undertaking
only to look Into the alleged over-
charges of the Screwmen.

The matter was generally dis-
cussed brhind closed dnord, but scev-
ernl of the memhers, after the mect-
fng, were free in cxpressing them-
selves as helng dissatisfied with e
fetter of tho Mayor and_his attitude
in the controversy. Mr. Kohnke
hand no statement to make regarding
the discussion, but after the letter
had heen dispatched to the Mayor,
and delivered to him In person, he
furnished coplies to the press.

THE LETTER TO THE MAYOR
reads as follows:
JOINT CONFERENCE OF EX-
CHANGES AND COMMERCIAL
ORGANJZATIONS.

New!| Orieans, Oct, 12, 1907.

Hon. Martin Behrman, Mayor City
of New Orleans, City: Dear Sir—Re.
slying to your letter of the 11th
nst. relative to the question of in-
vestigating all charges and diserim-
inztion connected with this port
which was and !s the purpose of the
Committeo, we wish to point out that
In order to do this the intlerested
parties must show thelr willingneas
to submi¢ thelr case to our hody.

1f the Serewmen reeagnize the falr-
ness of our Committee, we might have
some grouncds to ¢xpect other lnter-
ests to appear before us and uhlde
hy our fudgment. As the walter
now stands, however, the flrst ver-
dlet rendered by our Committce, rl-
though accepted In advance by the
ship ngents, whatever {C wight be,
was not nracepted by the Screwmen
after it was glven,

Now, you ask to set arlde our
conclusions, thus incapacitating our-
selves to act with deciston In the
future on other subjects that may
he hrought to our attention. If the
Serewmen  believa  in our fair-
ness and  abillty to invest)-
gate and reetify  other abuses,
have them to agree to go to work on
gur previous dacision of 200 bales.
with the the understanding that they
remain rt work untl] the whole mat-
ter be arbitrated (n the brondest
senge, and bind themaelves to abide
by sald decision, the steamship agents
and atevedorcs nlso agreeing to ablde
by the decislon.

Let two purties be selrcted tn rep-
resent each alde, the fifth party to
he the Chief Justice of the Loulsiana
BSupreme Court.

Thus vour ideas regarding the im-

ediment to the cotton {rade will
Ra\-e been removed and the differ-
ences ndjusted on n basis of falrness
to both parties. Yours truly,

E. KOIINKE.
Chairman Conference of Exchanges
and Commercin! Organizatinns.

Muayor Behrman, after reading the
fetter, had no stntement to make to
the reporters. The Mayor., however,
anld thnt he would give the mnatter
his consideration, and would perhaps
havo a statement to make later,

Last cvening President James
Byrnes, of the Screwmen, and other
rrominent labor representatives,
crlled on the Mayor and were rhiown
the letter. Mr. Byrnes did not ap-
pear to be favorably Impressed with
the proposition to go to work stow-

Ing 200 bales, pendin

The Screwwen had mgdearmi-mg}??):
te go to work under old conditions,
that s stowinr 160 buales per gang
of five at $6 and §§ a day. and were
?xm'\“{‘a:s in good faith In the offer, but

NOT LIKELY TIHAT THEY WOULD

CONSENT

lu]}he 200-bale figure..
dowever, Mr, Byrnes did not wan
to etand in the way of any etdjuslf
ment or compromise, nor did he want
to let his own apiniun stand for the
views of all the levee labor union-
ists. 80 he notified the Mavor that
he would eall a aphecial meeting of

the Duck und Cotton Counell to take !

Place in the morning, at whicly the
suggestion  the Commereial B:\dles
Committee muds Lo the cit'ys Chie?
Executive would he considered.

Alr., Byrnes had no statement to
make to the press. He had his views
and opinjons, ves, hut the matter
would he lufd before the Dack and
(ﬂ%thtm\l“:_.'oulm{ﬂ. and until offieial ac-

‘s taken he did not car
talk for publication. care to

Opiniong as to the power of the
Dock und ¢wotten Counell In the
premises seem to differ, and while
some laboring people contend that
the Councll has the right ta ovder
the men to work, sthers Ray that s
powers are limited 1o the extent of
reforring: the subject to “the unfon
?:{Q.’M“'J ]rm;st concerned  with the
fecommenddut G . J3
rejeat, on, ¢ither to accept or

1 the Councll decided that the
Serewmgn should stow 200 bales
pending Investization and the Serew-
Rlen refused to ybide by the decision,
t_hc-. Council conld withdraw {ts sup-
¥ort, and the longshorsmen, the cot-
ton ~ vardmen, the teamsters, the
frelght handlers and the other unlons
Ip\'ol\'t-\d would go back to work.
The serewmen would then be left
ulune to conduet what would cer-
talnly prove a losing battle.

A number of wt"h-knuwn ECrew-
men who were shown the letter last
nlght shook thelr heads negatively
ot sadd that no sueh proposition
woull he aceented. One merewman
sald thougin that the men would be
willine to stow 200 bales at $§6 and
$T a duy.

Another uninnist raid that what-
ever Presldent Byrnes agreed to the
organizatlon would ablde by. Tha
unfonist, however, dia not think that
President Tivrnes would advise the
men to go tn work stowlng 200 balcs
at the old rawe of puy, investigation
or no investigation.

he generial oninlon expressed In
labor eircles last night was that the
Ddock and Cotton Councl]l wauld turn
down the proposition made to the
Mayor by the commercial bodies, It
would he a complete vietory for the
other slide, the men contended, and If
they vilelded In the one point they
would be called upun to make further
concessions.

Dut there were thase wha enid
that the declsion of the Councll was
wltogether o matter of doubt, cs-
pecially In view of the fact that a
few of the unluns affilluted were
NOT IN FAVOR OF THE GENERAL

STRIKE

In the first plnce, and that at least
a third of the men representing the
various unlons were unxious to go
back to work. No one rould say
what the morrow would bring forth,
but few, indeed, were there who be-
Heved that the unions would bhe back
on the river front Monday morning
in thelr working clothes,

The shiip ugents hud nothing new
to repurt yesterday. ‘They claimed
that the work on the river front
wns progresging most satisfactorily
aml that the “strikebreakers were
showing steady Improvement. Mr,
Ross, Chajrman of the Steamshin
Agents and Stevoedores Commitiee,
had no opinlon ty vxpress on the let-
ter of the Exccutive Commities to
the Mayor when spoken to last night.

1t wus announced that about 200
more strikebreakers would reach the
ety o-morrow, and that the agents
would then probably have enough
men to do the work of loading and
discharging stewmships with the aid
of the crew, There were half a
dozen or more shlps it various points
along the wharf being worked by the
sirikebreakers and the sailors yess
e but nn attemnpt was made ut
violence by the sirikers. There were
a few desertions from the strike-
breaker ranks.

The Central Trades and Lahor
Council, at Its meoting Friday night,
did not discuss a genernl strike, as
was stated in a4 morning paper, naor
was the meeting n stormy one, The
eommunication from the Dock and
Cotton Cuuneil setting forth condi-
tions on the levee was read and re-
celved, and after addresses by Presi.
dent Robert 1. Lee, who upheld
the levee workers’ end of the coun=-
troversy, and others, the general
strike on the docks was unanimously
indor=ed and the Coentral  Council
pledged ity moral and finaneial supe
port to thr Dock Council.  The
course of Mayor Brhrman was also
commended by the Counell, but there
was no such thing as a general
strike thnt would affcect the entire
ity heing Adfscussed,

James  Welch, nof the Carrlage
Drivere' Unior, was elected delegate
to the Americen Federation of Labor
convention, which is to he held at
Norfolk, Va.. next month, Mr., Welch
18 we'l known In the general labor
movement and has always taken an
active part in union organization
work in this section. J. F. Hehroth,
of the Bnot and Shoe Workers' 1'nlon
was recommended as organjzer for
the American Federation of Labor
In this district.

TAKE THEM AWAY.

No Law Prevents Deportation of
Strikchreakerns.
Yesterday Mayor -hrman . had
a talk with Mr. DByrnes, Pres-
dent, and several members  of
the lahor organizations with refer-

ence to conditions on the river front
and the presenee of strikebreakers
fn the city, a great many of whom
refused to work when brought hers,

The lubor representatives told the
Mayor that quite a. num-
ber of the men whn came here

to wark dld not know that they were
coming to be strikebreakers and re-
volted when asked to go to work.
A great many of them were idle and
thrawn upen the eonumunity, and the
hope was expressed that the Mayor
would get them out of the eity some-
how.

The labar representatives sald to
the Mayor that If an agreement was
reached at the conferenze of  ex-
changes during the afternpon the
men would be ready to go tn work
on the river front Monday morning
under the qld conditionr,

With reference 10 the strikebreak-
erg, the Mavor showed the labor rop-
resentatives a copv of a letter ho hag
st to Q. M. Dunn. Suprrintendent
of the Illinols Central Railroad Com-
pany, which rends as follows:

Dear 8ir: This {s & copy nf a tele-
gram 1 recelved from Jon. Martin A.
Knepn, Chairman of the Interstate
Commerce Commission, Washington,

“Washington, D. C., Oct. 12, 1907,
“Hon, Martin Behrman, Mayar, New
Orleans. La.: The law dres not re-
quire and the Commissinn ecannot
compel rallreads te give free or re-
duced transpartation to Inligent per-
sons, Rallreads bave a rvircht {0 do
8o at thelr aption, and it is for them
to determine whether in fact the
perssons carried at free or reduced
rates are Indigent or destitute
This does not eonfrom with your
statement to mr that your road Is
prevented by  the Interstate Come-
merce I.aw to return the men whom
vour_road bronght her. |0 wnrk an
the Levee front, hut who refuse to
work after reaching here. AS
stuted to you, these men are with-
out homes or money, They have be-
cume a public charge and are a men-

ace to the community so long &8 they
remain here. It Ig optional with
your road, ynder Chairman Knapp's
ruling, to rid the community of this
drain and danger. 1 will be greatly
pleased to lhear from you at the
carllest possible moment as to what
action you wil} take in the premises.
Respecttully,
MARTIN REHRMAN, Mayor.
et r——

SOUTHERN PACIFIC STRIKE,

Another Barge Added to Quarters
for the Workers,

The Morgan Line officials have
rented a second barge on which
to house the men now taking the
place made vacant by the strike of
freight handlers. This second boat
will be tied up alongside the KEn-
deavor at the Toulouse Strest land-
ing, and wil! be fillcd as rapidly as
the Company {s able t: secures com-
petent men.

A tender of 200 men from Hattlies-
burg, Aliss., was mnade yestarday to

| the Company’'s officials, but refused

on the grounds that the Southern
Pacific Company s not looking for

| strikebreakers. but for men compe-
tent

to handle freight. The 200
men referred to were from the cot-
ton flelds of Mississippl, and would
have been of little or no use on the
docka.

All men who go to work for the

Company now are given a contract
for two years, and unless they have
had experience in handling freight
the Comrpany does not cares to tie it-
self up for such o long periad, All
s\rllgebronkers are refused employ~
ment.
Work_ bullding sn annex on the
barge Endeavor was begun yester-
day, and accommeodations for eighty
more men were completed, This
glves the barge a capacity of 580
gleeping compartments with a large
dining hall in the middle, capable
of =oating 200 personn. Thoe ‘other
barge will be about the same size
and similarly equipped. , Men: who
live in New Orleans but. who, ware
afraid to go to work on account of
hossible attacks be- strikers are be-
ng housed on this boat and given
police protection.

The steamship Comus, for Nevw
York, mailed at 4 o'clock yesterday
afternoon with a full cuargo, She
cleared from this port a little late,
but with ecvery hatch loaded. One
gang of{ the new freight handlers
worked all night and made §7.40
aplece, Since going to work most
of them have been averaging from
$25 to $30 a week.

MEXICAN-AMERICAN SHIPS

Salling on Time, Despite the Labop
Conditions,

The steamship City of Tampleco,
of the Mexican-American Bteamship
Company, suafled on time from the
Stuyvesant Docks Friday night with
a full cargo, despite the unsettled la-
hor conditions along the city’'s water
front. All of the boats on this
Jine have hren leaving promptly since
the stirike bhegan. As the hoat left
the docks the officers of the line,
who are now all i{n the city, were
on hand to see her clear.




