THE SIRIKL MU.'T B .‘\LTTL!‘D.

Elaewhere in tifs 1norning's issuer the
Pleayuns publshes o very foteresting re-
view of the present lovee striks by R cor-
respondent,  who  pelnts out clearly and
expieitly the great Injury Lhat {8 heing
done fa the elty's trade Ly thin nohiappy
controversy., The dlspute belween the ship
agents on the ane hand, and the Serewmen
on the cthaer, ever the rate of pay for &tnw-
ing eottnn in shipg, I8 n mattnr of comparn.
v~ insigniieance aloneside of the Lee-
wendous logn in general trade whiclh this
ceimmunily Is seftaring by the almort eom-
nlete paradyels of its eonunerco for the
yast fow weeke,

When the A powrate to the Confevence
of the Conmerein) Bsehanges on Friday ast,
urgently domandinge that something be Jone
to promptly ond the situation, bring aboul
n regumption of Lusiness, and then thor-
anghly investigute the whole maudter of port
charges us affeeting compntition with Gal-
coston and other ports with n view t{a n
wnneral ‘veform of all abuyes and  over-
churges, hie veleod (he sentiments of the
‘eutlre community, 1 feet which the Confer-
cenee of Fxchungey dld nnt aprear to fully
rerlize, When the Conferenco required that
the Qerewmen go Back to woerk sn the basls
af S0 bales hand-stowed por day as o
voandition  precedent to a genernl Inves-
tlgratlon, it tie@ the hunds of the proposed
tnvestigatisan  or  arbitration  commissinn
fn advance by deelding what 1L must dn-
clde an one very Important phage of the
rroblern ta be submitted.

The Pleayune does not contend {hat in
deelding that 20 bales per day  wos o
aroper duy's work the Conference of Ex-
chinnged made a mistake, tul it does con-
tend that thoe deelsion In ¢uestion  haa
nothing whatever to Jd9 with the avhitra-
tion  an?  lovestleotlon  now  proposed.
Fracuenlly everybady is convineed that the
hiigh eharges maintained al thilg port are
throttilng trade, anmd it 8 probably true,
as elahinnd, that thoe Screwinan have Leen
charglie (6o much by rerson of stowing
less cotton thun Galvesxton, hut there I8 not
» single nerson at all acquninted with con-
altfons here who does not belleve that there
are any other interests cennected with
the port that nre faltening on the over-
carrger praclicod; it 18 even hinted that the
Sorewmen are by no  means the  worst
offenders in this respect. If an linpartial
fnvestigntion shows that the Serewmen are
demanding too much they will have to
scumtit to o seallng down of thelr demande,
Tut in Hkoe wanner all other overcharges
wlhivh the investheatlon developa must bo
alay seuled down. I wounld not be fuir to
mwake laber alone Lear the burden  of
placing the port on a proper competitive
Looting,

1t 1 well to recnll at this siage the fact
that at a canference with the cotton fac-
torg, who are among the worat victims of
this  strike, the rvepresentetives of  tho
Herewnien showed an earncst  dlapositlon
to do what the neecssities of the port might
demand 1 an impartiul investigation of
all couditions and charges were made. 1t
is aiso worth remembering that the Repre-
=ematives of the strlking unlons, ay soon
as they heard of the letter written by the
Muyor to the Conferenco of IExchnnges,
yromptly offered to go to work at the old
condltiona pending a sottloment. A tom-
rorury agreement relative te tho labor of
the SBerawmen, pending the final adjudica-
tien of the arkitration, should not be diff-
vult If jt wero understood that the real pet-
tirmrent when secured was to date from the
duy.of the resumption of work,

Tha #tecamship Agents and Stevederes ap-
Prar to bellevo that In thelr rontroversy
WiHh the Serewmen they have the sympathy
ol the entive commmunity with thom. 1f they
entertain such an opinlon they are griov-
cusly in error. Tt I8 true that the people
sf New Orleans are in real eavnest in thelr
degire that thelr port should ha placed on
A competitive basls with Galveston and
othor Southern porty, but they are not will-
Ing Lhat the whole sacrifice which must
he made should bu placed on the shouldsrs
of B .qln;:ln cluss of Inbor, and all the other
piarasites that are fattening on tho vilals
¢f the port bhe permitted Lo vecape, The thne
s come fer a gencral and thorough in-
vestigation and for the lopping off of ex-
rreseences und overcharges untll New Ore
feanyg I8 in a position to compete with ROY
iand &l comers, As things ure going since
the strike New Orleans has merely hacame
#owuy stutlon for (he {interchange of
tirouxh frelght, nll tho renl commeres of
the port upen which the merchants and
luhoriug peaple of the olty depend having
heen Lotally neglected and set aside.

The community now demands that (rafiie
ui all sorts on the levee ba immedlately
regumed, und that the whole problen of
wages and charges bo submitted to g falr
and {mpartial eommitlee  of arcitration,
whese declsinn all interests will ho pledged
' advunes to aceept.




