STRIKE STILL UNSETTLED,
ARBITRATION THE HITCH.

Conference of the Exchanges Insists on a Verdict
That Will Give the Port Parity,

While Screwmen Want Concession in Bales Limit to Settle Mat~

ter—Stevedores Seek to fHasten Peace.

There ls llkelihood of a break In
the hitherto solid {ront of the steam-
ship agents and gtevedores, it being
jcarned from au authoritative source
a8t night that the atovedores, iu
secrat sesslon last cvening, had de-
ofded that the propesitlon of  the
screwmen to go to work on tho 180-
bala busis, pending Investigation of
oll port churges, was o ralr one, and
that the stevedorus would Llo-day
demand a meeting  with the ship
agents and urge that the business be
seitled up on the terms the men offer,

A sottlement of the controversy
hinged on
ARBITRATION OR INVESTIGATIUON
ot the close of vyesterday, the ship

agents, backed by the commercinl
bodies, holding out for arbitratlon
and tho men standing for investiga-
tion.

One hundrod and eighty baleg, with
arbitration of the diffevencer as to
the amount of work tu be done by
the scrowmon, exlsting betweon the
ghip agents and the serewmen, is the
proposition of the Commercial Jx-
ohanges Conferrnee, agrecd 1o hy the
ship agents; 1X0 bales. with immu-
dinte investigation of all  port
charges, is the proposition of the
serewmen, and batween the terins
conveyed In tha two propositions
there was not room enongh for pean,
to waedge In and cnd the controvers

But the action of tha i
which is practically a breaking nway
from the ship agents, several thought
last night, would be felt in the genle
to-day and bring the balanes down
on the serewnen's g of the house,
However, the ship agents geem do-
termined, and what te-day will bring
forth remains yet td be scen.

The Joint Confarence of Fxchanges
and Commerclal Organlzations met
yeaterday forenoon In the direetors’
room at the Board of Trade Build-
ing, Mr. E. }. Kohnke, the (thalrman,
prealding. The Conference wae enlled
%0 consider the offer of the acrews-
men tv go to work storing 180 halrs
as a fingl scttlement under the old
scale of wagos=—320 o gung.

Mr. Kohnke, In u briel opening ad-
dress, reviewed the sftuatlon thor-
oughly and submitted the Jettor from
Mr., W. P. Ross, Chairman of the
stonmnahlp Agents’ Committee, which
wad tead by Mr. 1, & Herring, tho
fBecretary.

Aftor some dlscussion it was de-
cided to sugpgoest Lhat Lho arrowmen
go to work siowlng 130 baler and
that tho difterences be submitted to
arbitration, as
SUGGESTED BY Tl CONFRRENCER
at the mecting of Oct. 12 The srug-
gestion was conveyerll In the follow-
ing letler to Mr. Ross and the mem-
bers of tho Slicamship Agents and
Stevodores’ Committee:

Jolnt Conference of Iixchanges and

Commereinl Orgonizations.

Now Orleans, Qct. 18, 1907,

W. P. Rosg, Esiq, Chalrmnn Exeecu-
tive Commiltee Steamship Agents aned
Btovedores, City: Dear Sir—Heplying
to your lettar of the 17th inst., the
full Conferonce Committee, repro-
sonting tho varlous exchanges an'l
commercial organizations, beg to say
that, while wa do not recede from our
previous findings, we frel that tho
best meana to bring about a definite
settlement 1s arbitration, and. there-
fore, If we can be assured hy {he
Scerewmen’s  Assocvistion and your-
solves that an arbitration, such aw
outlined in our letter of the 13th
inst. to Mayor Bcehrman, can be ar-
rangod at once to give n docision
bnsed on the breoadest views, we
swould recommend that the serewmen
&o brek to work, bnsing their day's
work on 180 bales at $26 por day per
gang, pending tho final decision of
the arbiirators. Respectfully,

5. F. KOINKTR,
Chafrman Conference of Exrchangos
and Commuorciul Qrgnnlzations,

Mr. Ross, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Ilune
dron, Mr. Nathan and others of tha
stoamship agonts weroe In cunferenco.
in Mr. Ross' office In the Clotion lix-
change bullding, whon the letter
from the commorciel confercnce
was received.  With the stemuship
ugonts  In thelr conferonce was

olonel Willlam €. Dufour, their
attorney, and afler muture consldy
eration and some discussion  the
gentlemen draw up the f{ollowing
rosolutlon and agraad to I, Mr. Ross
first  obtalning the approval of
GChairmun Kohnke of tlio Commor-
c¢ial Conforence:

Whereas, the acrewmon's presont
demand {3 to handstow 130 balos of
ootton as a flnal settiement, which
demand cannot be musklcrud; and

Whoreas, tho Conference of [ax-
shangos, ag woll ag the press, hava
strongly urged arbitration for tha
mettlament of the present differonces
writh the serawmen; and

Whereas, present condltiona are

ost &goriously injuring the come-

erae of thoe port and olhor inter-
wats; bo it

Rasolved, That thoe ship agents of
the port of New Orleans, In n deslre
fo relleve the sltuation as far as 1s
gonsistent, and In the Interest of all,
do hereby express their willingness
to agree to an lmpartial andjustment
ne provided herounder of the differ-
wnoes betwoen them and tho serew-
men In the question of nutting New
Orleans on a purity with Galveston
dn the hand-placing of cotyn on
lh!l}\board.

herofore, tho¥
Ing proposition for agrocmoent:

t 18 " horeby agreed by and he.
fwoen A committee reprosenting the
&tnumuhlp agents and stevodores of

ew Oricans, as purty of the first
Ym-t. and thoe Nerewmen's Associa-

{ons, as party of tho second part, as
follows:

An arbitration committee, consist-
ing of five members, two of whom
to be selocted hy the parity of .the
firat part, two by the party of the
part, and the fifth the Chiof
Justice " of the Hupreme Court of
Louislana, shull bo appointed to de-
termins the proper number of bales
of cotton which shall be hand-
sliowod per day por gang of five
mon at tho existing wages, viz, $20
or gang per day, In order to put

ow Orleans’ port on a parity with
Golvoaton In respeat to the hands
stowing of cotton. The

FINDING O 'THIS COMMITIR

shall be acoepted as flnal by both
partios horeto, and they shall be
sovcrned bi' fame from gnd atior tha
ato such finding Is made. such dato
to bo rnot later than Novembor 10,
007. Upon recelpt of such decislon
Yy the aforesuid comwmniiteo the parly
of the first part will {immeadiately
begin payment of its men on such
@ basts, The party of tha second
part agroesg to aceupt the finding of
tho sald commlities as final, and to
forthwith ocontinus the handling ot
cotton on thy basls of such finding.
The Dock and Cotton Council apxree-
ing in advance to enforeo tho finding
of snid committea, whatover it may
be, Insofar as its members aro con-
cerned. Whatevor basis shall be de-
tormined upon by sald committee,
such basis shall romain In effect un-
til Avg. 31, 1910,

18 also further agroed that,
p(mmn% the report of thae nforesald
committes, and commencing at 7
a.m, Oct., .., the work shall be re-
sumed by members of the Cotton
Berewmen’s  Assoclations, and all
members of the Dock and Cotton
Counell, and that the cotton scrow-
nien shall handleo and hand-stow not
less than 180 bales of cotlon por day
at existing wages, $26 per gang per
day, and will continug so to do until
advised of the tindings of the afore-

make the follow-

after whlch they
by such tindings.
LLIAM PP, TtOBS,
Chairman Executive Committee Ship

.-\Iﬂfem.s und Stevedored' Associa-

tion,

New Orleuns, Oct. 18, 1907,
Approved by Exceutive Committes,
Conlerences of 12xchanges aud Coms«
merefal Organizations.

15, f*, KOIINKI, Chairman,

'he resolution, together with the
followlny letter, wus sent to Mayor
Behrman:

New Orleans, Oct, 18, 1907,

Tlon, Martin Dehrman, Mayor, City
of New Orteans: Dear Sir—aAs stated
in my communieation of yesterdiy,
the proposition of the Screwmen was

sald  committes,
will be govun\n}\e_(l

referred to tha Conference of Tx-
changes und Commercial Orgnniza-

tons, and I herewith inclose copy of
thelr rr-l)lr, I wulso inclose o counter
propusition to the cffect that the
steamship interests are prepared to
enter into an agrecment with the
Herewmen, baged on thelr returning
to work at the busls of 180 bales yper
duy for hand-stowed cotton, at the
wukes of §26 per day per gung, pro-
vided they wiil enter Into un agree-
ment Tor finnl settlement, as stated
in Inelnged counter proposition, Very
rr_-s{xeutfull_\'. WM. P, ROSS,
‘hairman Execntive Committee,

Latter the communication from the
Mnyor, stuting the offer of the men
to mo Lo work stowing 180 bales,
pemdhing an investigation of all port

charyg was reccived and read by
Ay, fHoss to the agents. The commu-
ufenticn [s as follows:

W. 1. Ross, Esq., Chairman and
Membor of Rhip Agents’ Commlittee;
tentlemen—] have just been walted
upon hy o delegntfon of the Doelk
and Cottan Councll, which informed
me that the

SUREWMEN ARE WILLING
ta reiurn to work nt once on n basis
af 180 balex per day at the old rate
of wapges pending full Investigation
of all port charges and finsl settlo-
ment thereof.
MARTIN BEHIRMAN, Mayor,

The reply of Mr., Ross, as Chalr-
man of the Steamship Agents, Lo the
Aayor, sont last night, {8 as follows:

New Orleans, Oct. 18, 1007,

Hon, Martin Behrman, Mayor of
tho- ity of New Orleans: Denr Bir—
1 am {u reeript of your favor of cven
date, in which you stoate (hat you
have bern walted upon by a deloga-
tion or the Dock and Cotton Counell,
whe juform you that the Screwmen
weoers willlng Lo return to work at
once on the basis of 180 bales per
day nl the old rale of wages, pending
full investigation of all pory charges
and tinal settlement thereof,

1 have just sent you a  counter
praposition te the communleation re-
celved from you yesterday with the

Indorsement and _approval of the
Conferenco  of Commercirl Fix-

changes .

Tt is Impossible to take any other
stond In the matter of  gettlement
with the Serewmoen other than con-
tained thorein,

The matter between the ships and
the Scrowmen {g one question which
hay repched an  acute stage, The
question ut lssue are clearly defined,
und it I8 these, and theso alone, call-
ing for immediate sottlement,

'?u reforence {o the matter of in-
veatigation of #ll port charges, the
Ship Agents are on record in no un-
certaln  tone from tho first of thig
agitation in demanding the fullest
examination and investigation pos-
#ible, They pledged themeselves to
this, but deeline to have the Prasent
{ssuo  clonded by Investigntlon of
other anatters, some cof which will
take all winter and some longer,

\We are londing our vessels with
other labnr, but have agreed to leave
thw matler in dispute between the
Serowmon and ourselves to o falr
and tmpartial arbitration, Very re-
spectfully, WM. P, ,

Chalrman Exccutive Committee.

While the agents were holding
thelr conferences, and letters wero
helng sent haek and forth betwnron
the ity Ilull and the Colton lr-
chunge  buildings, the stevedores
were suwing wood and saying things
hehind cloeerld doors.

The stevedores had heard of the
propoxition of the men; In fact, they
pulned the informatlan early, and a
few of tho prominent ones, who have
not of late bean invited to the con-
foroncey of the shl]l‘- npentys, got to-
gether, held a whisperad consulta-
tlon in Carondelet Strest, and then
Kot busy,

"oy  gilhered silently in  thelr
mueting-room, on the third floor of
the Cosmopolitan Bank bullding, and
{u ‘the absence of Mr, Willle Kear-
ney, the President, who has chargo
ol tha general work on tha levee,
ane of the most prominont members
took the chair.

The ahject of the moeting was
stiled as bulng the congidering net
only of tho screwmen's proposlition,
but the looking over of the general
situntion, 'The proposition of the
serewmen to go to work stnwln% 180
brles pending an investigntion, th
STEVEDORES WERNE UNANIMOUS
in agresing was cminently fair, and
grontuer concessions could hnrdfy ho
oxpeeted, One  stovedore  stated,
after the meoting, that it was gen«
urally thought ihat there was a
schoemo on foot to destroy organlzod
labor on tho rlver front, and that
the arbitration business roposod
was the tirst stop In that direction,
The stevedores determined to stand
in support of the screwmen’s propo-
wlition, and to demand & meoting with
the s8hlp agoents to-day, at whlch
ihey will make known their ottitude.
One prominent stevedore stated, late
last nltzht, that the ship agents had
takon the stevedorss in on tho flght
at tho beglnuning. and the stovoedores
slgnod up the agreemsnt to hold to-
gother, but In few of the subsequent
conferences were the stevedores in-
vited to participate, and it looked
like tho agents were taking the
whole business of conducting the
flzht upon themselves,

The mesting was kept very sacret,
and no ona outside Lha sevedoro elr-
cle knew of it until late last night,

President James Byrnes, of the
Herewmen, was seen last night and
nsked shout the ship agents’ ocun-
ter-proposition to arbitrate differs-
encos.  Mr. Byrnes egaid that the
serewmnn  would never submit to
arbitration; that they had acted
very fairly in conceding twenty
balcs, and leaving tho whole matter
of port charges open to invostinga-

tion,

“\We have been conellintory all
through this trouble,” rumarked Mr,
Ryrnus, ‘“and the proposition we
submitted to-day any fair-minded
nmnn will sny is a just ome, A thor-
ough  investigation  of nll  port
caarges, Ineluding the charges of
It hor exnetlons, would cover every-
thing, and I can't sce how Lhe agents

esuld objeet to {t, In view of state-
ments thay proviously made,”
In regard to the meaeting the

crewmen held Thursday to conslder

szxﬁg‘saullon ot'“;\m_vol:-“.l?elglrnmn.

ers generilly published th

had it not bean for thg cloquence gk
onw ulr t;he prominent leaders the
AMayor's full propoaition would have
hoen aceepted, Bvery one took the
nx'um(n‘unt lender Lo stand for Secre-
tary Thomas Harrison, one of the
foramost men In the Jocal laber
movement, put tt {8 sinted on tha
ruthority of President Ryrnos and
gther  well-known  rerewmen that
ir. HMuarrison did not oppeose the
wluptlion of tho Mayor's suggestion
but  advoeated {it, With zeal an
carnestnesa, My,  Harrlgon, it s
stated, talked for threc-quarters of
&n hour, using all the argument and
persuasion at his command, urging
upon the men to accobt the proposi-
tlon, and hnd it not heen for his of-
forts the scrowmen would have ro-
lrated it.

While the Conferance of exchanges
and tommercial Bodles held forth in
the Divectors’ room ut the Board of
Trade yestarday forenoon a promi-
uent gentleman, memboy of tho Gov-
ernor's staff, was scen to knoeck for
admission at the closed door. The
gentleman explained the object of

and was at

P door closed

his visit in
Y and "the

onoe nflmlttntp'l.
upon him,

Tho presence of o
MBMBHOR O THBE GOVERNOR'S
MILITARY FAMILY

conforence caused much
and onll sorts of guoesscs
wuro huzurded, It wes luter hintad
that the nid-ﬂa-cnm% had come &8 4
representative ot the Governor to
deny & rather sensutional and pru-
posterous claim that hud leaked out
at_unlon headyuarters.

It oppears that two
bor leaders had beon in a measura
responsible for keeping the strikers!
courage up by telling them that the
Governor ?m.d given them the assur-
ence that he was with the unionlats
heart and soul, end that the men
should keep up the fight, as they
were bound to win. -

The aid-de-camp came to discredit
the statement that the Governor had
taken any such stund, but the denful
was hardly necessary, as the gen-
tlemen of the conference did not for
@ moment belleve that Mr. Blanchard
would assume any such attitude.

Mr, French, General Manager for
the Western Division of Thiel's Pri-
vate Detectlve Agoncy, who has
been In the eity for the past forl-
night looking after the shipmendls
of men to take the ploces of the
Levee atrikers, stated yesterday that
forty-two men had arrived from SL
Louls to be put to work in the cot-
ton presaes.

fwenty of the men tried to do
some of the work in the Orleans and
Columbia presses, but despite the
thorough and sclentiflc instruction
given them, their attempts were not
productlve of results. Beven youny
white men were went ‘out driving
seven floats, and some cotton was
moved from the levees to Lhe Presses.
Each flout carrled five bales, where-
as thelr usual load is firteen bhales,

The Dacla, & coffee-bout, consigned
to Mr. Hendren, worked her crew
yesterday, and the sallors struck a
gplendid clip and held it for hours.
One gung of twenty, working ono
ship, unloaded 3,200 sncks., A gang
ustally numbers _thirty, and the
work amounts to 5,000 sacks,

Move strikebreakers were veceived
for the rhip agents yesterday, and
there are now narly five hundred ot
the men quartered on the bark Mag-
doleno, Mr., Ivench snld yesterday
that the bark was now entlrely rid
of sickness, and the only allment
the men had now—If such indead
could be termed wun allment—was
large appetites.

regident 18, 8. Swan, of the Col-
ored Longshoremen, issued the fol-
lowing statement last night:

“T wish to deny that there !s any
danger of tho Longshoremen brenk-
ing away from the Serewmen and
g’fng back to work. The whites
and negroes were never hefore Ho
strongly cemented in a common bond
and In my thirty-nine yenrs of ex-
perience on the Levee, I never saw
such solidarity.

“In all the
Negro  wal uso
man, butl that condition Is now past,
and Loth races are standing toygeth-
er for thelr common Intercsis. New
Orleans cannot be compared to.Gal-
veston, as in Galveston & condi-
tion of wslavery exists becauss tho
races_gre at variance. If the two
would ecombine there as they have
combined here, they would get better
conditlons.,” '

Mr, Bobet and other

PROMINENT STAVE MERCHANTS

vesterday afternoon called at the Clty
Hall and presented the following
resolution to the Mayor:

“New Orleans, La., Oct, 18, 1907.

‘"\We, the undersigned siave mer-
chants and exporters of New Orleans.
at o mecting held to-day, unani-
mously indorse thc nctlon of the
Mayor and the various commercinl
exchanges, steamshlp agents and ste-
vedored In thelr endeavor to place the
cost of hundling export commoditivas
at this port on a puarity with other
competing ports.

“We also Indorse the praposal of
the steamship agents, later suggested
by the Mayor of this elty, for a
thorough investigation of all usages
and charges now cxisting whieh tend
djrectly or indirectly to hamper the

rowth of the shipping commerce of
this port, and which nlaces export
trade coming through this city at a
disadvantage with  that of  other
newr-by ports; nnd inasrmuch ng thu
stave cullers, pilers and carters have
refused tn work, but have gone out
on a sympathetie strike, notwith-
standing the fact that they have no
grievance, but have, during the post
twelve months, demanded and oh-
taluned an jucrense in wages amount-
ing to an advance of per cent,
without uny {nerease in serviees per-
formed, we, thn siave merchants and
exporters. as a body, will walecome
and dg demand a full investigation
into all matterg affecting the stava
export trade of thia ety as comparend
with that of nenr-by ports In an en-
denvor to retain this important tradas
here, much of which hag already been
lost to Galveston, Mobile and other
competing ports,

“Rovet = Bros.. Ramoneda  Bros,
Rees-Scott Company, Timlted, Tucas
F. Moove Stave Company. Geo. R
Gragnard  Company, Limited, . J.
Hay, 8. J, Sutherland Copmany, John
J. Fatjo and Xlques-Li™Iore Com-
puny, Limited.”

President Byrnea stated last nlght
that whntever contract the screw-
men_ signed with the hosses would
not he for three years, but for only
ona year,

in the
speculation,

prominent le-

revious strikes Lhe
agninst the white

EXI'ORTS SUNMER.
Custumm-llouse Figures Show Effect
on Cammerce,

Ona of the unfortunate accompani-
ments of the strike on the river
front is the harm done tho expurt
trade, Immonse quantitios of fraight
have been held baek In warehouscs
and on the wharves and {n stores be-
cuuso of tho impossibility of lording
on hoard ship, and if thls state of
affaira should continue much long-
or thoe month of October wlll show
a itremsndous decrease in the total
value of exports, and will make a
record of the poorest month, com-
paratively, In the history of tho
United States customs department.
Septembor, 1907, was bhad cnough,
compared with tho oorresponding
month of 1306, by having becn three
milllon dollars below, but the month
of October s alrendy far bohind
any, oven the dullest perfod in years

past.

The result of this congestlon of
goods Intended for oxport will be
that trade will he diverted to other
cities, as, rfor instance, Noblle, Gal-
veston or Savannah, and once the
apening i made It will be diMcult
for New Orleans to retrieve or to ra-
gain Its lost business.

Mr. Bentley, the Special Depuly
Collector of Customs, sald yester-
day that he had reeeived numbers
of letters asking him about the
prospects of a settlement of the
strike, and In case no agrecment is
arrived at, what arrangements could
e meade to have shipmunts go by
way of Mobile or Galveston,

——a

Only Cowmplalnt Was For Too Much
Food.

An inspection of the barge En-
deavor, at which the Morgan Line is
quartering its freight handlers dur-
ing the strlke, was made yesterday
by City Health Inspector Thomas, It
developed at thls examination that
there were three negroes dangerous-
Iy il from overeating, and Dr, J.
Hope Lamb, In charge of the medl-
cal department on the barge. issued
instructions to equalize thae food sup-
ply in future. Agent E. i, Lamber-
ton sald yvesterday that the next case
of sickness roported from the barge
would uncloubtedly bhe gout.

Under the direction of Dr. Lamb,
who was formerly Assistant Quaran-
tine Officer at this port, the barge is
flushed out and thoroughly dlsin-
fected dally, and up to date there
has not been one case of sickness
other than above mentioned,

There are now 693 men working
on the Morgan Line Docks. The ad-
dirfonal ninety-three were put to
work yesterday. ships are he-
ing handled npeedll_\h as is shown by

the fact that the line is not only
keeplng up its passenger, hut Its
frelght” schedule ns well. The bilg

R'n.saen_gur ship Momus will sall for

ew York to-day with a full eargo,

}:.:Pl]l\gog:e Bno'tclol:'.lgnthls 1}11?1'111!\5' the
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