GOVERNOR BLANCHARD ASKS
TO HEAR STRIKE STORY.

Summons Militia Officers to Conference, and Says
Peace Will Be Maintained,

And No Attacks Upon the Vast Commerce of the Great Port
Permitted—Strikebreakers Coming To=Night.

Governor Blanchard will remain
here to-day and probably several
days, owing to the strike situation.
Having come in yesterday from the
Waterways Convention in Memphis,
he established hls headquarters at
the Bt, Charles Hotel and promptly
proceeded to tuke such action as he
fawW proper in regard to the situation
on tho river front., Among the first
things he did was to communicate
with the mlilitary commanders, for
it is Iis Intentlon to use the full
power of the State, If it is necessary,
in the protection of life and prop-
erty. !

When asgked [nbout this yesterday
afternoon the Governor sald that he
came direct tg New Orleans from
Memphis for the express purpose of
looking intn the situation, and that
is why ha s In the clty now. He
snys8 he will remaln here long enough
to find out for himself, and to this
end ha will be glad to recelve the
regponsible heacds of the labor unions
involved, as well as the committee
represanting  the shippers, should
they desire to present their respect-
ive sldes of the controversy.

The Governor says that, without
taking sides with elther party, he
has a clear duty, to perform In any
situatlon that might arisa threaten-
ing disturbance, rioting or vinlence,
and that duty 18 to preserve the
prace, uphold law and order, protect
life and property, and sen to it that
the businers and commeree of the

city is not interfered with. This,
the CGovernor says, he will dao
promptly, firmly, vigerously, using

to this end, should the emergeney
arise, all the power aof the Stato
Government, Governor Blanchard ex-
presged the hope that nothing would
he dona or attempted which would
force him to act, and that hn would
he wlad to assist In adjusting the
points of difterence botween tha
shippers and the labor laeaders,

FIGHT T0 A FINISH.

Boih Stdes ¥lrm fn Battle for Port's
Freednom.

Roth the steamship agents and
stevedores and the Illineis Central
Rallroad will be ready ta hegin work
on the Levee tn-morrow with non-
unirn Inbor, and although the Im-
portation of labor is always caleu-
lated tn inflame the minds of any
clngn of strikers, violence 18 not ex-
pectedd, ng the workmen will be well
protected by speclal guards and a
Iarge force of police, and the dock
laborers themselves have given every
asgurance, through thelr officers, that
they Intend to cause no trouble,

According te first arrangements
500 lsborers and guards, secured
from the Pinkerton and Thiel agen-
cieg, of Chlcago, were to have reached
the e¢ity In specinl cars last night,
but it nprnnrs that full arcommoda.
tions could not be secured from the
raliroad, and hy a later plan it was
decided to bring the men In batches
of 140 or so.

The agenis will be ready to

START WORK IN THE MORNING
with the first batch of men, who will
aurrive some tlme tu-night. As has
been before stated, the nonunlon
workmen will ba pluced abourd a
bharge or a ship at the rafiroud whuarf
at Harahan, and to-morrow morn-
ing they will b bLrought down tha
river to the wharves and set to work
on the vessels mostly in need of
cargo.

"The force of nonunjon men wil] be
eteudlly recrulted by other consign-
ments furnished by the Chicago le-
tective Agency. and {f necegsary the
cmployers will bring In by the end
of the weok a thousand or more man.

It has never been the intention of
the Agents and Stevedores tn give
thelr work altngether to outslde la-
bor. It was their desire from the
first to employ home labor, but it
wis generally known that the fdla
workers of New Orieans would hard-
1y chance risking the river front at a
time of strike, which conveys with
it the possibility of turmotl, rlot and
bloodshed, and the Chicago agencies
were resorted to until such a time
as confldence has becn fully restored
on the docks and the strike practical-
1y brolken.

Whils there are not & very great
many {dle men fn New Orleans, thers
are still thousands working at from
$1.50 to $2 a day who would only he
too glard to quit thelr jobs and go to
work for the agents and stevedores
at twice or three times theld usual
pay, if they felt that the atrikers
wnuld not molest them. These men,
diteh diggerz aad common unskilled
laborers, will be worked with the
1mported laborers after a time. In
event of the flzht proving a pro-
tracted one, and will be nunally inr-
rtalled In the business altogether
with such of the strikers who return
to ®eck employment under the new
eonditions, it being the Intentlon of
the employers tn send back to the

oints whence they shipped all the
mported laborers when the finish to
the fight has come.

The employvers, feeling that by th=
general strike the alternative has
been forced upon them, w n al)
probability foliow out their ecarly in-
tention, if successful in the fight, and
reform the labor on the levee on an
e%uul hasis and at a uniform wage,
They argue that it is uscless to hav:
80 many claszes of laborers. when all
of the work to be done on the docks
iz manual labor, and requlres io
skill upon the nart of the workmen,

They feel that the

SCREWMEN ARE NOT NEEDED.

green sallors having Jemonstrated,
especlally in the case of the Spanish
steamer Juan ¥orges, where Screws
were used and a high average gained,
that any physically stroeny bhody of
men can do the work. ‘he Long-
shoremen and Freight FMandlers 4a
common laboring 'work, such a=s
trucking freight, plling or srowing It,
and unloading cars. Any class of
workmen could successfully execute
these tasks, an@ the emplovers think
that it Is best for their interests and
the best for the general interests of
the laboringmen to have any and all
work done by one general class of
laborers. They also present the con-
tentlon that it Is not fair for the
Screwmen_to receive $5 and $6 a day
while the Longshoremen and the Coal
Wieelers get $4 a day; the Team-
sters $4 a day and tho Frefght Han-
dlers_and other Unlons In the Dock
and Cotton Council perhaps less, es-
peeially in view of the fact that the
Screwmen don't work as hard as the
others, and do not do, as the bosses
contend, a fair day's work.

If the agents and stevedores and
the Illinols Central, who have the
backing of the commercial interests,
win the fight, there will not only be
no more screwmen’s unlons, but the
longehoremen’s unionsg, the freight
handlers’ union and the coal wheel-
ers’ unions will not be recognized
as separate or individual organiza-
tions, any body of workmen belng
employed to do any echaracter of
work. If such a condltion was
brought about the em;l)loyers feel
that their interests would be gafer,
and that there would be no chance
for the trying problems -presented
under the present system.

It was announced Saturday night
that some few of the sailors on the
ships in port., members of the Fire-
men's and Seamen's Union of Great
Eritain, objected to working cargoes
on the ground that they were going
against the principles of thelr union
in doing work that should be done
by organized labor.

Two of these men were encoun-
tered In an Exchange Alley saloon
by Rufus Ruiz, one of the leading
levee unionlsts, and stated to Mir.
Ruiz that swhen they objected to
doing the work their skipper threat-
ened to have them arrested,

Mr. Rulz teld the men, one of
whom was an Irfshman and the oth-
er a Swede, that they were 1in
America now, and did not have Lo
fear arrest, but the men declared
that they could not desert their shlp,
as their wages, which are to be given
them when they get back to the
European port whence they shipped,
would be lost.

Several of tha agents spoken to
in this. connectlon yesterday said
that {f there was any discontent
among the crews of the ships at
doing the extra work, they had not
heard of {t, The men generally,
according to reports received from
the captlains and superintendents,
weore more than delighted at the
opportunity of making such good pay
as Is given them for the work., The
agents did not doubt that thers
might be kickers among the men,
but thoy were 80 few that they were
hardly to be taken note of. It waa

DENIED THAT THE MEN WERE
FORCED

to work under threat of arrest, al-
though the papers they sign when
they ship for a voyage call upon
them to load and unlvad cargo wien
necessary.

The sajlors makoc sometihing like
$22 or %23 a month, following the
#ea, hut In loading and unloading
the ships they goet longshoremens
rate of pay, which, to them, is very
large, and the majority of them arae
wlad of the chance to make the extra
pay, the agents clalm. The sallors
who have buen stowing cotton, es-
peclilly the English and Irish sail-
urg, muide splendid records, accord-
Ing to {he statements of the agents,
and put away cotton at the rate of
2h0 bales per gang a day.

Leuding representatives of the dif-
defent unions connected  with the
Dock and Ceotton Councll Indignantly
denied the statements to the effect
thut there is possibility of a break
amang the rganizations. “I'he
unions arc standing firm,” sald one
leader; “they appreciate that their
comimon f{nteresis ale at stoke, nnd
feel that if the Screwmen were lelt
to go It alone, and were beaten, the
other orgunizations would be taken
In turn and crushed out of existence,
No, we are all standing together, and
if we win we'll win together, and it
we are defeated we'll go down to-
gether, The history of the labor
moveiment shows that strikes are
won by unity, and that they are lost
by lack of proper mutuality, and we
are golng to support ths Screwmen
and _supnort each other,

"The agents and stevedores have o
mightiy solid combination with the
Ilinols Central Rallroad and a!l the
commercinal bodies, and yet they are
condemning us for standing togeth-
er, and trying 1o set the rumor ufloat
that we are falling apart.”

The 1llinols Central has one large
section of the
STUYVESANT DOCKS FITTED UP
for the uee of the three hundred non-
unlon men who will he brought in
to-day 1o take the places of the
gtriking freight handlers. Comfort-
able cots have been placed in an
Inclosed space, a complete commis-
sary department has Dbeen extab-
lished, and everything {is In readi-
ness for the arrival of the men who
will bo housed altogether within the
strong barricades of the sheda, The
Company is bringing down a sufii-
c¢ient number of men to do all the
work necessary, and i{f th¢ number
proves to be ghort maore will be obe-
talned at the points they were
shipped from,

It was Btated last evening that an
attempt would be made to secure

drivers to take the places of the
atriking  Cotton  Teamsters to-day
or to-morrow, Alost of the cottun

to the leveee can be belted, but
there {8 considerable of the stuple at
the presses which must be moved on
drays. T"he task of proterting non-
uninn teamsters would not be an
easy one, should the strikers show
an ugly temper, as the floats 10
reach the levees must puss through
e digtrict peopled entirely by strik-
ers, their tamilies and thelr sympa-
thizers,

Yesterday being the Sabbath, very
little ir anv work was done on the
levers. This morning the crews of
tie ehips will resume loading the
vegsels, and to-morrow the imported
lubor will be set to the task.
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC STRIKE,

More Mepn Secured, but XNot Yet

Enough for Needs.

With the adultion of about twenlLy
new men who asked for employment
vesterday morning, making the to-
il non-union forve engaged approxi-
mately 1»3, officials of the Southern
Pauific were yesterday able to com-
plete the loading of the carge on
the steamship Antiiles, and the vesscl
departed lust night un her voyage to
New York,

The crew of the ship, consisting
of thirty-three, were engaged
throughout the day in taking Hghter
frejght from the rear hatch, Lhis bes
ing the remainder vl the curgo that
had not been unlouded up to tha time, l
The work was linished during the
evvening. |

At the forward hatch, and In the
hold, & big gang of men were huxy
strong cotton in the front cnd of |
the ship, In addition to the col-‘
ton, there was also put abourd a good
butch of mixed cargo, |

This morning, it iy stated unoffi-
cially, there will arrive In the city
half & hundred or more men from
out-of-town pointg Bul even \\'uh‘
thls addition-to the force, the rcom-
pany will be entirely unable to cope ‘
with the situatjon, as the E! Mont.,
from Baltimore, s walting at t.he1
lower end of the wharf tu be uu-l
louded, and the Comus and El Al-
bert, both from New York. ure uX- |
pected to arrive in port to-day, eaci

with good-sized cargoes. A rather
oifficult condition will develop when
these vessels reach here, as ordi-
narily it would take about 560 men
to unload them within proper time.
There was no disturbance of any
kind at the wharf yesterday, and the
strikers' plckets, who were driven
away from the scene Saturday night,
did not attemat to return. A farce
of eight patrolmen, headed by Cor-
porul Stroebel, were kept on duty
throughout the day and for a good
part of the night, while an abund-
ance of reserves were ready 1o re-
#pond instently 10 a call for assist-
ance should anything develop. The
patrolmen on hand were as rollows: |
Messrs. Clavin, Clifton, Grillot, Brady,
Flannigan, Uhte, Yost and Smith,
An attempted assault by three
strikers on a negro working at tlse}
whar{ was reported yesterday as uc- |
curring Saturday night. The man
was en route to his home from work, |
and upon reaching the corner of |
North Peters and Conti Streete he
was approached by three sirikers,
and threatened, but escaped before
he could be attacked, The names
of the men supposed t{o have been |
gullty have been given to Officers
Clavin and Clifton, who made the
investigation, and they are expected |
|
|

to be captured shortly,

Agent E, E. Lamberton and others
in cherge of the wharf, refused to
Giscuss to situatlon vesterday after-
noon. “I have nothing to say,” he
declared. He would not stute the
rumber of new men secured, nor
would he¢ confirm or deny the re-
port that more help was cxpected
to-day.

Officlals connected with the whart
declare that the present strike of
Southern Pacific men {5 & most un-
just one. It If claimed that the men
were treated with the greatest pos- |
sible courtery, that their avery want
was attendea to, and that thoge who ‘
were recovering from injuies re-
ceived on the dock were taker back
to work and given small jobs to do,
although their services might hava
not been really needed.




