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Small multiples work as efficient and convincing summaries of data or ~ The New York Times, March 14, 1987, p. 1. ,.

an argument, making the same point again and again by offering comple- di
mentary variations on the major substantive theme. Here is the colorful ar
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The chart invites reading both horizontally and vertically; neither
direction enhances the reputations of those testifying against Mr. Gotti
and his colleagues, as the eye detects curious patterns and unbroken runs
of X's. Mr. Polisi, for example, has something of a streak going. Those
marks indicating each crime by each witness are not modest or shy, and
they dominate the spreadsheet grid (although only 37 percent of all the
possible combinations are marked). Placement of particularly obnoxious
activities at the top (murder) and bottom of the list (pistol whipping a
priest) exploits the visual prominence of those positions.
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United States v. Gotti, et al., 1987. Chart
supplied by counsel, Bruce Cutler and
Susan G. Kellman.

INFORMANT =S

CRIME CARDINALE LOFARO MALONEY POLISI

SENATORE FORONJY CURRO

X

MURDER X

ATTEMPTED MURDER X X

HEROIN POSSESSION AND SALE X X

-

COCAINE POSSESSION. AND'SALE X X

MARIJUANA POSSESSION AND SALE

>

P

GAMBLING BUSINESS

ARMED ROBBERIES X

.
o

LOANSHARKING | X

“KIDNAPPING |

EXTORTION:

ASSAULT

 alato
o Palalalaltalta il it

POSSESSION OF DANGEROUS WEAPONS

<%

>

PERJURY

COUNTERFEITING

>

BANK ROBBERY

ARMED HIJACKING

STOLEN FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS

>

TAX EVASION

BURGLARIES |

BRIBERY

E

THEFT: AUTO, MONEY, OTHER

>
>,

BAIL JUMPING AND ESCAPE

> X

INSURANCE FRAUDS

FORGERIES

X DX

XK X K XX X X

PISTOL WHIPPING A PRIEST| X

SEXUAL ASSAULT ON MINOR

RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT

Lol

Such displays are likely to be especially persuasive and memorable
in situations where most information communicated consists of spoken
words—as in a trial.?® Courtroom graphics can overcome the linear,
nonreversible, one-dimensional sequencing of talk talk talk, allowing
members of a jury to rcason about an array of data at their own pace
and in their own manner. Visual displays of information encourage a
diversity of individual viewer styles and rates of editing, personalizing,
reasoning, and undcrstanding. Unlike speech, visual displays are simul-
taneously a wideband and 4 perceiver-controllable channel.

19 For visual displays in the courtroom,

see Larry Gillen, ed., Photographs and Maps
Go to Court (Washington, D.C.: American
Society for Photogrammetry and Remote
Sensing, 1986); and Gregory P. Joseph,
Modern Visual Evidence (INew York, 1989).




