56 ENVISIONING INFORMATION

Separate macro-annotation explains the micro-detail of hospital costs
in this 26-day narrative of one person passing through an intensive care
unit, The design is transparent to the disturbing information, as a layered
polyphony of voices—time sequence, accounting data, commentary—
weave together to trace out days, hours, minutes, dollars.

Mrs. K has been taken to
the emergency room of a re-
nowned hospital on Manhat-
tan's Upper East Side. The
doctors “work her up.” More
than $200 worth of blood tests
are ordered (“emer rm lab,”
“lab serology out”), $232
worth of X-rays taken, $97.50
worth of drugs administered. I
never saw Mrs. K , she
wasn’t in my hospital, I don'’t
know her medical history. But
[ am a doctor, and can recon-
struct from her hospital bill
what is going on, more or less.
She is sick, very sick.

Mrs. K has been moved
to the Intensive Care Unit
(“room ICU"). It costs $500 a
day to stay in the ICU, base
rate. California has the highest
average ICU rates in the coun-
try: $632 a day. In Mississippi,
the average is $265. ICUs were
developed in the 1960s. They
provide technological life-sup-
port systems and allow for ex-
traordinary patient monitor-
ing. An inhalation blood-gas
monitor (“inhal blood gas
mont”) is being used to keep a
close check on the amount of
oxygen in her blood. Without
the attention she is receiving
in the ICU, Mrs. K
might already be dead.

Mrs. K has been running
a high fever. The doctors have
sent cultures of her blood,
urine, and sputum to the lab to
find out why. She is put on
gentamicin (“lab gentamycin
troug”), a powerful antibiotic.
Such strong drugs can have
toxic side effects. Gentamicin
kills bacteria, but can also
cause kidney failure.

[tis Mrs. K 's fifth day at
the hospital, and she is slipping
closer to death: her lungs begin
to fail. She is put on a respirator
(“inhal respirator”), which
costs $119 a day to rent and
requires a special technician to

operate. A hospital can buy
the machine for about $15,000.

BILL TO INSURANCE COVERAGE
JOKN K.— BLUE CROSS STD 21
DATE DESCAIPTION TOTAL
CHARGES
DETAIY OF CURRENT CHARGES AND PAYMENTS
09/23 | EMER RM OTHER SC09000 | 11%.00C
09/23 | EMER RM LAB S006000 | 172.00
09723 | LAB SEROLOEY OUT 14068001 35.00
09/23 )1 EMER RM EKEG 5007000 6£1.00
09/23 | X~-RAY ABDOMEN 1501001 | 58.00
09723 | X-RAY CHEST KTN 1501009 | S58.00
09723 | X-RAY CHKEST RTN 150100% | 58.00
09/23 | X-RAY CHEST RTN 1501009 | 538.00
09723 PHARMACY 2601000 2.25
09/23 | EMER RM PHARMACY 5002000 | 46.00
09723 PHARMACY 2601000 | 49.25
~09/723 | ROOMH ICU 506.00
09/24 | LAB AUTO BLDOD €T 1402101 | 17.00
09/24 | LAB ACT PAR THROM 1404001 )| 27.00
0%/24 | LAB PROGTH BETER 1404011 | 17.00
09724 | LAB BLODD CULT 1405002 37.00
09/24 | LAB BLOOL CULT 1405002 | 37.00
09/24 | LAB CHEM-20 1401104 | 31.00
09/24 | SP HEM CBC 1602010 28.00
89724 | SP HEM RETIC CT 1602046 | 17,090
09724 | SP HEM PLATELET CT 16020%Q 17.00
D9/724 | LAB SERQLOGY oOUT 1406800 35.00
09724 | LAB MAGNES 1401042 y 27.00
09724 | LAB RTN URINAL 1403001 | 16.00
Q9/24 | LAB RTN CULT 1405803 ( 37.00
09/24 | LAB BACTERIA SHM 1405011 | 16.00
09/24 | LAB REN CULT 1405003 | 37.00
09724 | LAB DIFF 1402099 | 15.00
09/24 | LAB PROT ELEC 1401049 53.00
09/24 | LAB FUNGUS 1405008 | 31.00
09/24 | LAB FUNGUS 1405008 | 31.060
09/24 | LAB TBC CULT 1405014} 42.00
09724 | LAB DIFF 1402099 ¢ 15.00
09724 | LAB AUTO BLDOD CT 1402101 | 17.00
09/24 ] X-RAY CHEST-BED 1501128 ) 74.00
0%/24 PHARMACY 2601C00 | 10.00
09 /24 PHARMACY 2601600 g.00
R9/24 PHARMACY 2601000 8.00
09/24 PHARMACY 2601000 4.50
09/24 | SPECIMEN HYCUS TRAP 2709085 3.00
09/24 | SPECIMEN RUCUS TRAP 2709035 3.00
09/24 | INHAL BLOOD GAS MONT 2101034 | 354.00
0%/24 | ROOQM ICU 500.00
09725 | LABR SALICYLATE 1401050 | 49.00
09/25 | LAB AMMONIA 1401006 | 40.00
09725 | LAB CHEHW-20Q 1401104 | 37.00
09/25 | LAB PRCTH DETER 1404011 | 17.00
09/25 [ LAB CHEMW-B 1401111 | 31.00
09/25 | LAB BACTERIA SM 1405011 | 16.00
09/25 | LAB AUTO BLODD CT 1402101 | 17.00
B2/25 (| LAB AUTO BLaop CT 1402101 17.00
09725 | LAB ACT PAR THROM 1404001 27 .00
0%/25 | LAB TBE CULT 1405014 | 42.00
09/25 | LAB TBL CULT 1405014 | 42.00
0%/25 | LAB FUNGUS 1405008 | 3L.00
09/25 | LAB RTN CULT 14050p32 | 37.00
09725 [ LAB RTN CULT 14G5003 37.00
09/25 | CARDID ROUTINE EKG 1801001 | 61.00
09725 | X~RAY CHEST-BED 1501128 | 74.00
09/25 | X-RAY ABDOMEN 15010601 | S58.00
0%/25 | X~-RAY CHEST-BED 1501128 74,00
09725 | X-RAY CHEST-BED 1501128 ( 74.00
0%/25 PHARMACY 2601000 13.50
09725 PHARMACY 2601000 32.00
09725 PHARMACY 2601000 3.70
09/25 PHARMACY 2601000 16.50
09725 | PHAR I¥Y SOLUTIONS 2801003 | 16.00
09/25 PHARMACY 2601000 2.50
09/25 | PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 2601003 13.50
0%/25 ) PHAR IV SCLUYIONS 2601003 13.50
09725 PHARHACY 2601000 3.3%
0%/25 FPHARHACY 2601000 2.25
0%9/25 | INMAL BLOOD GAS MONT 2101014 { 354.00
09725 | ROOQM ICU S00.00
09726 | LAB PROTH DETER 1404011 17.00
09/26 | LAB CHEM-B 1401141 | 31.00
09/26 { LAB AUTD BLoob (7 1402101 ( LY.00
0%/26 | LAB UR SODIUH 1401677 | 27.00
Q9/26 | LAB UR POTASS 1401076 | 27.00
09/26 | LAB DIFF 1402099 { 15.00
09/26 | LAB CHEW-B 1401111 | 31.C0
09726 ) LAB GENTAMYCIN TROUG 14071792 27.00
09/26 | CARDIO ROUTINE EKG 1801001 | 61.00
09726 | X-RAY CHEST BED 1501128 | 74.00
09/26 PHARMACY 2601000 | 31.20
B9/26 PHARMACY 2601000 3,70
09726 PHARMACY 2601000} 13.50
09/26 PHARMACY 2601000 39.00
09/27 | .AB CHEM-3 1407111 | 31.00
09/27 | LAB PROTH DETER 1404011 | 17.090
09727 | LAB DIFF 140209% 1 15.00
09727 | LAB AUTO BLOOD CT 1402101 | 17.00
69727 | LAB ACT PAR THROM 1404001 § 27.00
09/27 | LAB CHEM-8 1401111 | 31.00
08/27 | LAB CHEM-20 140171104 31.00
09727 | LAB CHEMISYRY OUT 1401800 | 10.00
09/27 | LAB FECES CULT 1405007 40.090
D0/27 | CARDIO ROUTINE EKG 1801001 | 61.00
09/27 | BLD BK ANTIBDY SCRN 1701004 | 23.00
09/27 | BLD BK ADMIN FEE 1701028 | 892.00
09727 | PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 2601003 | 37.50
09727 { PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 2601003 | 11.00
09727 | PHAR IY SOLUTIONS 2601003 ) 26.00
09/27 | PHAR IV SOLUTIDNS 2601003 | 13.50
09/27 | PHAR IY SOLUTIONS 2601003 63.50
04/27 PHARMACY 2601000 | 40.50
0§/27 PHARMACY 2601000 | 11.00
09/s27 PHARMACY 2601000 9.00
09727 PHARMACY 26010001 13.50
09727 PHARHACY 2601000 | 29.00
09/27 PHARHACY 2601000 3.70
0%/27 PHARMACY 2601000 2.50
09/27 { PACK CE 250 PROC FEE 1701038 | 46.00
09727 { 25 K8A 50MU PROC FEE 1701077 ( 35,00
09727 | INFUSION PUMP 2705027 | 30.00
09/27 | INHAL RESPIRATOR 2102015 { 119.00
C9/27 | ROOM ~ ICY .1500.00
09/28 | OPER OP RH 150 1001005 { 521.00
09/28 | LAB oCC BLODOD 1403021 16.00
09/28 | LAB GENTAMYCIN TROUG 1401117 | 27.00
09/28 | LAB DIFF 1402079 15.00

LAB RTN CULT
CARDLO ROUTINE EKG
BLD BK GROUP RH
BLD BK X MATCH
SLD BK ANTIBPY SCRN
X-RAY CHEST-BED
X-RAY CHEST-BED
PHARMACY
PHAR IV SOLUTIONS
PHAR IV SOLUTIONS
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
ANEST ANEST DRUGS
INHAL RESPIRATOR
OPER QP RM SUPPLY
SUCT MACHINE-CONT
DIAL SOLN 1.5-CASE
INHAL BLGOD GAS MONT

LAB CHEM-8
LAB CHEM-290
tAB AUTO BLOGD CT
ILAB DIFF
LAB BIAG SM/MILL
LAB AUTO BLOOD €T
LAB AUTO BLOOD CT
LAB DIFF
LAB DIFF
LAB GENTAMYCIN TROUG
LAB SP FL CELL CT
LAB CHEM-8
LAB CHEW-8
LAB CHEM-8
LAB FUNGUS
LAB BACTERIDLOGY QUT
LAB OVA & PARASITES
LAB SME&CELL BLOCK
LAB FEBRIN QUAN
LAB COAG FIBRIN SPLT
LAB ACT PAR THROM
LAB AUT® BLOOD CT
LAB FROZEN SECT
LAB RTN CULT
BLD BK COLD AGG
BLD BK APMIN FEE
X~RAY CHEST-BED
X-RAY ABDOMEN
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHAR I¥ SOLUTIONS
. PHARMACY
PHARMACY
ISQLATION GLOVYES-BOX
HEEL-ELBOW PROTECTOR

 HEEL-ELBOW PROTECTOR

DIAL-PERID KIT 87110

DIAL SOLN 1.5 CASE

SPECIMEN HKMUCUS TRAP

INKAL BLOOD GAS MONT

INHAL BLOOD GAS MONT

INHAL BLODD BGAS MONT

ROOM Icu

LAB AUTO BLOOD CT

LAB CHEM-8

LAB CHEM-B

ILAB DIFF

SP HEM COAG STDY COM
SP HEMATOLQGY

SP HEM RETIC ©T

$P HEM CBC

LAB BACTERIA SHM

LAB ACT PAR THROHM

LAB PROTH DETER

LAB FIBRIN QUAN

LAB AUTO BLOUOD CT

LAB CHEM-20

LAB T8¢ CULT

LAB CHEM-20

LAB RTN CULT

LAB RTN CULT

BLD BK ADPMIN FEE

X-RAY CHEST-BED

AX-RAY CHEST-BED

PHAR IV. SOLUTIONS
PHARMACY

PHAR IV SOLUTIONS

PHAR IY SCLUTIONS
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY

PHAR IV SOLUTIONS

PHAR IY SCLUTIONS

PHAR IV SCLUTIONS
PHARMALY

PLAT CONC PROC FEE

FR8H FR PLA PROC FEE

INHAL RESPILRATOR

DRESSING SET-DISP.

VEST RESTRAINT

INHAL BLQOQODOD GAS MONT

ROOM ICy

LAB CHEM~2D

LAB CHEM~8

LAB CHEM-B

LAB CHEM-~8

LAB BIFF

LAR AUTO BLODD CT

BLD BK ADMIN FEE

X-RAY CHEST~BED

PHAR IV SOLUTIONS
PHARMACY
PHARHACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY

PHAR IV SOLUTIOQGNS

25 NSA SOMU PROC FEE

INHAL RESPIRATOR
PHARMACY

Redrawn from David Hellerstein, “The
Slow, Costly Death of Mrs. K 7
Harper’s, 268 (March 1984), 84—89.

1405003
1801001
1701002
17010046
1701004
1501128
1507128
2601000
2601003
2601003
26017000
2601000
26010600
2601000
1103001
2102015
1002000
2704013
2709040
2101034

1401111
1401104
1402101
1402099
1407002
1402101
1402101
1402099
1402099
1401112
1402018
1401111
1401111
1401411
1405008
1405800
1405018
1407003
1404007
1404018
1404001
1402101
1408004
1405003
1701007
1701028
1501128
1501001
2601000
2601000
2601C03
26G1000
2601000
2709025
2706025
2706025
2708815
2709040
2709035
2101034
2101034
2101034

1402901
1401111
14071114
1402099
1602007
1600000
1602046
1602010
1405011
1404001
1404011
1404007
1402101
1401104
1405614
1401104
1405003
1405003
1701028
1501128
1501128
2601003
2601000
2601003
2607003
2601000
2601000
2601000
2601000
2601000
2693000
26070C3
2601000
1701074
1701019
27102015
2708041
2709032
2101034

1401104
1401111
1401111
1401111
1402059
1402101
1701028
1509128
2601003
2601000
2601000
2601060
2601000
26019000
2601000
2601003
1701077
2102015
2601000

37.00
61.00
28.00
46.00
23.00
f4.00
74.00
11.00
15.50
20,00
3a 70
392.00
.00
13.50
12.40

119,00
198.00

22.00
24 .00

354,00

37.00
31.00
17.00
15.00
40.00
17.00
17.00
15.00
15.00
27.00
26.00
31.00
31.00
31.00
317,00
35.00
31.00
53.00
40.00
49.00
27.00
17 .00

1192.00

37.00
18.00
25,00
74.00
38.00
13.50
11.060
»0.00
3%9.00
3.70
7.00
9.00
9.00
14.00
24.00
3.00

354 .00
354 .00
354.00
500.00

17.00
31,00
31.00
15.00

23%9.00

49 .00
17.00
28,00
t6.00
27.00
17.00
4Q.00
17.00
31.00
4c.0C
31.0¢0
37.00
37.00

207.00

74.00
74.00
16.00
39.00
27.00Q
16.00
3.70
13.50
11.00
2.25
21.00
21.00
18.50
2.50
180.00
26.00
117.00
7.00
12.00

254,00
500.00
C31.00

31.00
31.00
31,00
15.00
17.00
23.00
74.00
37.50
13.50
11.00
3,70
31.20
2.40
27 .20
13.50
35.00

1192.00

27.20

Mrs. K ’s first week in In-
tensive Care ends in a flourish

of blood tests. She has five
Chem-8s (“lab chem-8")—
tests that measure the levels of
sodium, potassium, and six
other chemicals in her blood.
The hospital charges Mrs.
K $31 for each Chem-8.
Most independent labs charge
about half as much; some hos-
pitals charge up to $60. The
New England Journal of Medi-
cine has said: “The clinical lab-
oratory [is] a convenient profit
center that can be used to sup-
port unrelated deficit-produc-
ing hospital operations.” The
Annals of Internal Medicine esti-
mates that the number of clini-
cal lab tests being done is rising
15 percent a year.

Mrs. K has started peri-
toneal dialysis (“dial-perid kit
87110”). Her kidneys are fail-
ing. She is still hooked up to
the respirator. She is being
kept alive by what Lewis
Thomas calls “halfway tech-
nologies” — “halfway” because
kidney dialysis machines and
respirators can support organ
systems for long periods of
time, but can’t cure the under-
lying disease. Some doctors are
beginning to question this
practice. A recent study at the
George Washington Univer-
sity Medical Center con-
cluded: “Substantial medical
resources are now being used in
aggressive but frequently futile
attempts to avoid death.”

Mrs. K has been put in a
vest restraint, Restraints are
used in Intensive Care to keep
patients from thrashing about
or pulling their tubes out.
Many ICU patients develop
what is called “ICU psycho-
sis.” They become disoriented,
begin hallucinating. The con-
dition is brought on by lack of

sleep, toxic drugs, the noise of -

the ICU staff and machines,
and pain.
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Mrs. K has been on the

respirator for six days. It is
breathing for her. But there
has been a problem. The tube
running from the machine into
her mouth and down her
throat was not bringing
enough oxygen to her lungs.
She needed a tracheotomy
(“trach care set”). The tube
from the respirator is now at-
tached directly to her trachea,
through a hole cut into her
neck.

This charge—for a blood prod-
uct (“5 NSA 250MU proc
fee”) —is not covered by Ms.
K 's Blue Cross policy.
The policy also does not cover
the cost of fresh blood plasma
(“frsh fr pla proc fee”). These
charges have been mounting.
Mrs. K is bleeding inter-
nally.

Mrs. K has been in In-

tensive Care for two weeks.
She is still running a very high
tever. The doctors are still test-
ing. Mrs. K has been
placed on a special blanket; it is
hooked up to a machine that
functions like a refrigerator
(“hypothermia machine”).
The machine cools the blan-
ket, and the blanket helps
lower Mrs. K_____’s body tem-
perature. Should her tempera-
ture rise too high, she may suf-
fer permanent brain damage.

Mrs. K has undergone a
gated blood-pool study (“nuc
med sec/pool sty”). The doc-
tors have “tagged” her red
blood cells with a radioactive
isotope. Using a camera that
picks up the isotope, the doc-
tors can watch the passage
of blood through her heart.
In this way, they see first-
hand whether the ventricles
are functioning properly—
whether enough blood is get-
ting pumped, enough oxygen is
being sent through the body.
First her lungs, then her kid-
neys. Now Mrs. K ’s
heart seems to be going.

10/02
10702
10/02
10702
10702
10/02
10702
10/02
10702
10/03
10/03
10704
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10/04
10/04
10/04
10/04
10/04
10/04
10/04
10/04
10/04
10/04
10704
10/04
10/04
10/04
10/04
10704
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10/05
10705
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10705
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10705
10/05
10705
T0/05
10705
1G/05
10705
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10705
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10/ 05
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10/06
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10/04
10/06
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T0/08
10708
10/08
10/08
10/08
10708
10/08
T9/08
10/0¢%
10/09
10710

-
o
~
-t
o

— ) el e e ) ) ) ) el ) el e e e ) e e e e e e e ) d = - -
OO 0O OO0 OO OO0 O C OO0 C OO C OO0
e N S S S NS S S S S S NN S S S S S N S S S S NS NN SN ™
PR L N, AL (I, R (. N QL L S Y. W . WU WP W, SN G WS, L (. S WU, SR, g, g, |
NI N AN NN N W W NNV N NN N NA NN N s - O

10713

FRSH FR PLA PROC FEE

TRACH
TRACH
TRACH
TRACH
INHAL
ROOM

PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY

CARE SET
CARE SET
CARE SET

CARE SET
BLOOD £&AS MONT

ICU

LAB CHEM-B
LAB AUTO BLOOD CT

LAB PROTH DETER

LAB DIFF

LAB ACT PAR THROM

LAB RTN URINAL

LAB RTN CULT

BLD BK ADMIN FEE

X-RAY CHEST-BED

PHAR IV SOLUTIONS

PHAR IV SOLUTIONS

PHAR IV SOLUTIONS

PHAR IV SOLUTIONS
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY

25 NSA 50MU PROC FEE

FRSH FR PLA PROC FEE

INHAL BLOGCP GAS MONT

ROOM ICU

LAB AUTC BLOOD CT

LLAB DIFF

LAB CHEM-8

LAB CHEM=-20

LAB CORTISOL
LAB CORTISOL

LAB
LAB
LAB

BLD BK

X-RAY

RTN CULT
ACT PAR THROM

PRGTH DETER
ADMIN FEE
CHEST~BED

XRAY SONDGRAM

PHAR

PHAR

2 NSA 250MU PROC FEE
25 NSA S50MU PROC FEE

IY SOLUTIONS
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
IV SOQOLUTIONS
PHARMACY
PHARMACY

DIALYSIS CART

INHAL BLOOD GAS MONT

ROOM ICU

LAB CHEM=~20

LAB ACT PAR THROM

LAB PROTH DETER

LAB DIFF

LAB AUTC BLOOGD CT

LAB CHEM-8

LAB CHEM-20

LAB BLOCGP CULT

LAB BLODD CULT

LAB PROTH DETER

LAB ACT PAR THROH

BLE BK ADMIN FEE

X-RAY CHEST~-BED

X-RAY CHEST-BED

PRAR IY SOLUTIONS
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY

PHAR IY SDLUTICNS
PHARMACY

PHAR IV SOLUTICNS

PHAR IY SOLUTICNS

PHARMACY

25 NSA 50MU PROC FEE

INFUSEIOCN PUMP
DIAL SOLN 1.5-CASE
HYPOTHERMLA MACHINE

RCOM
LAB
LAS

ICU
ACT PAR THROM
PROTH DETER

LAB AUTO BLOOD CT
LAB DIFF

‘LAB CHEM-8

LAB CHEM-8
LAB CHEM-20
LAB CHEHW-B8
LAB CHEM-20
LAB CHEM-B

PHAR

INHAL

PHARMACY
PHARMACY

IV SOLUTIONS
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
RESPIRATOR

ISOLATION GLOVES-BOX
PIAL SOLN 1.5-CASE
INHAL BLODD GAS MONT

ROOM
LAB
LAB
[LAB

ICU
ACT PAR THROM
PROTH DETER

ACT FAR THROM

CARDIC ROUTINE EKG

X-RAY

CHESTY-BED

LAB CHEM-3
LAB CHEH-8

ROOM
PHAR

ICU
IV SOLUTIONS
PHARMACY

25 NSA 5CHMU PROC FEE

INHAL
INHAL

RESPIRATOR
RESPIRATOR

DIAL SOLN 1.5-CASE
PLASTIC TRACH TUBE
PLASTIC TRACH TUBE
DIALYSIS CART

INHAL BLOOR GAS MONT

RODM

ICU

LAB DIFF
LAB AUTO BLODD CT

LAB
LAB

PROTH DETER
ACT PAR THROW

LAB CHEM-20
LAB CHEM-B
I.LAB CHEM-23
LA CHEM-Z8
LAB CHEM~3
LAB DIFF

LAB

RTN CULT

LAB AUTO BLOOD CT

LAB
LAB
LAB

BACTERIA SH
RTN CULT
RYN CULT

NUC MED SEC/PCOL STY
BLD BK ADMIN FEE
BLD BK ANTIBDY SCRN
BLE BK DIR COOMBS

X-RAY

PHAR
PHAR

CHEST-BED
PHARMACY

IV SOLUTIOQONS
[V SOLUTIONS

FHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY
PHARMACY

26010600
2601000
2601000
2601000
1701019
2705009
2705009
2705009
2705009
2101034

1401111
1402101
1404041
1402099
1404001
1403001
1405003
1701028
1501128
2601003
2601003
26017003
2601003
2601000
2601000
2601000
2601000
1701077
1701019
2101034

1402101
16402099
1401111
1401104
14017021
1401021
1405003
1404001
1404011
1701028
1501128
1505012
2601003
2601000
2601000
2601600
2601000
2601003
2601000
2601000
1701074
1701077
27040038
2101034

1401104
1404001
1404011
1402089
14021701
1401111
1401104
1405002
1405002
1404011
1404001
1701028
1501128
1501128
2601003
2601000
2601000
2601000
2601003
2601000
2601003
2601003
2601000
1701077
2705027
270%040
2704006

1404001
1404011
1402101

2601003
2601000
2601000
2601000
2601000
2102015
2709025
2709040
2101034

1404001
1404011
1404001
1801001
1501128
1401111
1401111

2601003
2601000
1701077
2101015
2102015
27094040
2705007
27050907
2704008
2109034

1402099
1402701
1404011
1404001
1401104
1401131
1401711
1401111
1401111
1402099
1405003
1402101
1405011
1405003
1405003
3001021
1701028
1701004
1701031
15071128
2601000
2601003
2601003

2601000
2601000

2601000
2601000
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LAYBRING AND SEPARATION §7

10/13| PHAR I¥Y SOLUTIONS 260170C3 21.00
10/14| PACK CE 250 PROC FEE 1701013 92.00
10/14| 25 NSA 50MU PRDC FEE 1701077 | 35.00
10714 INHAL RESPIRATOR 2102015 (119.00
10/14| INHAL BLOOD GAS MONT 2101034 |354.00
10714 RCOM ICU 500.00
10/15| LAB CHEM-8 1401111 31.00
10715 LAB CHEM-B 14071711 31.00
10715 LAB CHEM-20 1401104 31.00
10/15| LAB INDIA INK 1405009 17.00
T0/15| LAB FUNGUS 1405008 31.00
10/15| LAB TBC CULT 1405014 42.00
10715 LAB HETER MOND 1406005 25.00
70/15| LAB UR ELECTRCPHORES 1403007 26.00
10/15| LAB CHEM-8 14071111 31.00
T0/15| LAB CHEW-8 1401111 31.00
10/15| LAB SP FL CELL CT 1402018 2&6.00
10/15| LAB CHEM-8 1401111 31.00
10715 LAB §P FL GLUC 1401056 27.00
107151 LAB SP FL PROT T4G1057 27 .00
10/15| LAB MAGNES 1401042 27.00
10/15| LAB FOT BEXLYX 1461008 28.00
10/16| LAB CHEM-B 1401111 31.00
10/16{ LAB CHEM-8 1401111 31.00
10/16] LAB AUTO BLOOD CT 1402101 17.00
10/16| LAB RTN CULY 1405003 37.00
T0/16| LAB ANTIBIOT SENS 1405001 40.00
10/16] LAB BACTERIA SM 5405011 16.00
T0/16] X-RAY CHEST~BED 1501128 74.00
10/16] PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 2601003 13.50
10716 PHARMACY 2601000 14 .50
10/ 16 PHARMACY 2601000 c.40
10716 PHARMACY 2601000 31.20
10716 PHARMACY 2607000 2.40
10716 PHARMACY 2601000 2.40
10716 PHARMACY 2601000 24.00
10716 PHARMACY 26017000 |297.00
10/716) INHAL RESPIRATOR 2102015 | 119.00
10/16| HYPOTHERMIA MACHINE 2704006 25.00
10/16} ISOLATION GLOVES-BOX 2709025 7.00
10/16) ISOLATION GLOVES-BOX 2709025 7.00
10716 INHAL BLOOD GAS MONT 2101034 [354.00
10716 ROOM  ICU 500.00
10/17| TELEPHONE CHARGE 0000002 48.00
10/17| LAB ACT PAR THROM 1404001 27.00
10717} LAB CHEM-8 1401111 31.00
10/17 LAB CHEM-8 1401111 31.00
10717 LAB CHENW-20 1401104 31.00
10717 LAB CHEWM-B 14017111 31.00
10/ 17} LAB PROTH DETER 1404011 17.00
10717 LAB CHEH=-20 1401104 31.00
10/17| X-RAY CHEST-BED 1501128 74.00
10717 PHARMACY 2601600 55.50
10717 PHARMACY 2601000 31.20
10/ 17 PHARMACY 2601000 2.40
10717 PHARMACY 26017000 25.00
10717 PHARMACY 2601000 2.%0
10/17 PHARMACY 2601000 2.40
10/17 PHARMACY 2601000 14.50
10/17 PHARMACY 2601000 .80
10717 PHARMACY 2601000 2.25
T0/17 PHARMACY 2601000 2.40
10/17| PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 2601003 13.50
10/17| PHAR I¥ SOLUTIONS 2601003 37.50
10717 PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 26G7003 16.00
10717 PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 2601003 21.00
10/17) PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 2601003 13.50
10717 PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 26C17003 16.00
10/17| PHAR IY SOLUTIONS 2601003 16.00
10717 PHAR IY¥ SOLUTIONS 2601003 16.00
10717 PHAR IV SOLUTIONS 2601003 50.00
190/17| PHAR IY¥ SCOLUTIONS 2607003 37.50
10/17| PHAR IY SOLUTIORS 2601003 37.50
10/17| PHAR IV SCLUTIONS 2601003 37.50
10/717| PHAR IY SOLUTIONS 2601003 16.00
10718 PLAT CONC PROC FEE 1701014 | 117.50
107/18| 25 NSA 508U PROC FEE 1701077 35.00
10/18| INHAL RESPIRATOR 2102015 | 112.00
10718 INHAL BLOOD GASES 2101006 [ 119.00
10/18| INHAL BLCOD GASES 2101006 [1179.00
SUMHMARY OF CHARGES
OPERATING ROOM 521.00
DRUGS 6364.70
BLOOB SERV & FRACT 1389.50
LABORATARY 11261,00
X-RAY 2870.00
SUPPLIES 3698.,00
EKG, EEG, ETC. 366.00
THERAPY 8734.00
MICS NON COVERED 167.00
R&C IN.CARE 24 pDAYS 500.00/DAY 12000.00
SUB-TOTAL OF CHARGES 47311.20
TOTAL | 47311.20 |7

Mrs. K 's fourth week in
the hospital begins with a spi-
nal tap. Using a long needle, a
doctor drains fluid from her
spinal cord. The fluid is sent to
the lab for about a dozen tests
(“lab sp fl cell ct”). A spinal
tap. is performed when a pa-
tient has what are called “neu-
rological signs.” Partial paraly-
sis is one such sign, loss of
consciousness another. When
doctors order a spinal tap, they
suspect brain disease.

Weeks of halfway technology
have given the doctors time

for testing. The doctors may

“even have diagnosed what is

wrong with Mrs. K s it iS
hard to say. But the ICU and
its technology have not given
them the ability to cure her.
Now the heart, which has
been failing, gives out. Cardiac
arrest. T here is a burst of activ-
ity. Bicarbonate, epinephtine,
and other drugs (“pharmacy”)
are administered. Thirteen
bottles of intravenous solution
(“phar iv solutions”) are
poured in.

Mrs. K s last minutes are
recorded on the various ICU
monitors. 1he level of oxygen

in her blood falls. She dies.

Mrs. K 's bottom line.
Total cost of twenty-six days
in the hospital, nearly all this
time in Intensive Care:

- $47,311.20. Of this, Blue

Cross will pay $41,933.87.
The doctors’ bills, not covered
by hospitalization insurance,
probably come to thousands of
dollars more. Perhaps Mrs.
K had Blue Shield,
which covers doctors’ fees. In
1982, the last year for which
figures are available, Ameri-
cans spent $322 billion on
health care. Of this, $135.5
billion was spent on hospital
care. There were 56,241 ICU
beds in 1982 like the one Mrs.
K was kept alive in, and
about $27 billion was spent for
their use. That represented
nearly one percent of the gross
national product.




